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to preserve 100 percent of the Social
Security balance. We believe that it is
worth fighting for our grandparents to
do the right thing and not spend their
money on pork.

STEEL IMPORTS AND ILLEGAL
DUMPING

(Mr. WISE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-

marks.)
Mr. WISE. Mr. Speaker, the first
chart tells us the story, | guess in

black and white, on steel imports and
why this Congress must act today to do
something about steel imports and ille-
gal dumping.

We can see, from 1997 to 1998, the

large increase in steel imports, and
particularly because of illegal steel
dumping.

This just tells the story in a bar
graph and in black and white. Let us
tell the story in terms of human suf-
fering. For instance, at Wierton Steel,
in which the headlines we have blown
up show, ‘““Wierton Steel layoffs hit 775
workers.” It is actually more by now.
“Wierton Steel announces more lay-

offs,”” layoffs that are occurring
throughout the Ohio Valley and the
Mon Valley.

Mr. Speaker, this House must act
today to stop illegal steel dumping. We
have the opportunity to send the mes-
sage not only to the administration
but to foreign nations. If others will
not act, Congress will.

Let us act today for Wierton and for
a whole lot of other steel producing
communities in the United States.

RELEASE IMPRISONED CHINESE
PASTOR XU YONGZE

(Mr. GREEN of Wisconsin asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. GREEN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speak-
er, | would like to add my voice to that
of the House majority whip who spoke
earlier calling for the release of Pastor
Xu in China.

It is indeed sad that, as we find our-
selves just 1 year away from the 21st
century, there are still places in this
world where a person can be locked
away merely for expressing their faith
in God. Mr. Speaker, Pastor Xu serves
as a reminder to us all of how precious
our freedom truly is, especially our
freedom to worship as we choose.

The Chinese government claims that
Pastor Xu is dangerous merely because
he believes in a judgment day. Well,
Mr. Speaker, | do not find that crazy or
dangerous. A belief in judgment day is
a basic belief not just of Christians but
of so many religions around the world.

This week Pastor Xu begins his third
straight year in prison simply for
preaching the gospel. If the Chinese are
serious about strengthening the ties
between our two countries, they must
learn to respect religious freedom.
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I urge President Jiang Zemin, please,
release Pastor Xu and let him return to
his family.

MEDICARE COMMISSION FINISHES
WORK WITHOUT RECOMMENDA-
TION

(Mr. McDERMOTT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, yes-
terday the Medicare Commission fin-
ished its work but did not come out
with a recommendation. It did not
come out with a recommendation be-
cause the thrust of the commission was
to privatize; that is, to get rid of Medi-
care as we have known it and move it
into the private sector. Now, the people
pushing that idea are the very people
in this House who have opposed the Pa-
tients’ Bill of Rights.

If we are going to take all the senior
citizens in this country, and the dis-
abled, 39 million people, and throw
them into the private sector, and will
not give them the protections of a Pa-
tients’ Bill of Rights, there is no jus-
tice in that kind of system.

The Commission rightly rejected it.
The Commission refused to consider
the President’s addition of 15 percent
of the surplus. The Commission refused
to consider the President’s proposal re-
garding people between the ages of 55
and 65. This House now has to come to
grips with it.

HAPPY ST. PATRICK’S DAY

(Mr. FOSSELLA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FOSSELLA. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to wish everyone a happy St.
Patrick’s Day and celebrate the great
accomplishments made by Irish Ameri-
cans to our republic.

Across America, whether we are Irish
American or not, we honor the sac-
rifices made by so many Irish Ameri-
cans and really celebrate their accom-
plishments.

It was not always easy, though, for
the Irish who came to our shores. It
was not long ago the Irish seeking em-
ployment were met with the infamous
warnings, ‘“lIrish need not apply.” But
the goodness that is America prevailed,
and generations of Irish Americans
have made this country the greatest in
the history of the world.

With their solid work ethic and belief
in personal responsibility, love of our
Nation, respect for honor, and a
gentleness towards the weak and in-
firm, 1, like millions of Americans,
proud of my Irish heritage, understand
how lucky we all are to be Americans.
| wish everybody a happy St. Patrick’s
Day.

PRESIDENT’S BUDGET

(Mr. LINDER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LINDER. Mr. Speaker, sometime
during the year 2013, the funds we pay
out to Social Security recipients are
going to exceed the funds coming in to
finance the system.

Despite the White House war room
rhetoric, the Clinton budget does noth-
ing to save Social Security. If my col-
leagues do not believe me, they should
listen to this. In February, David
Walker, the Comptroller General of the
United States, stated, and | quote,
“The President’s proposal does not
alter the projected cash flow imbal-
ances in the Social Security program.”’

It is true. The President’s proposal
does not save Social Security. The only
way that Clinton’s numbers add up is
through a faulty double-counting
scheme.

This is not a Republican complaint.
Some of Social Security’s chief defend-
ers, members of the President’s party,
have said that the President’s approach
is based largely on imaginative ac-
counting.

We do not need any more shell games
and number schemes for Social Secu-
rity. We just need a system that can
ensure tomorrow’s seniors that their
savings will be there when they retire
without government interference. We
desperately need the President to be a
leader on the tough issues.

We cannot waste this historic oppor-
tunity to preserve the Nation’s Social
Security program. Unfortunately, the
President’s budget represents his typ-
ical rhetoric and sloganeering at its
worst.

PRESIDENT’S BUDGET PROPOSAL
WILL NOT WIN ANY AWARDS

(Mr. TANCREDO asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TANCREDO. Mr. Speaker, it is
perhaps the old teacher in me, but
whenever | see something like a budget
proposal that has been submitted by
the President, | want to give it a grade.
And | am afraid, Mr. Speaker, that this
President’s budget proposal will not
win any accounting awards.
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It will never be used in any econom-
ics class unless to show students just
how slippery a politician can be with
retirement money.

The President’s budget proposal for
Social Security contains more phoney
numbers than a Millie Vanilli sound-
track. $2.4 trillion in double counting.
That is even more double counting
than the administration’s unconstitu-
tional census sampling scheme. And it
gets worse from there, Mr. Speaker.

GAO and CBO are both on record
stating that the President’s proposal
for Social Security might actually
make the problem worse. The problem,
of course, is that the baby-boomers will
soon retire and Social Security will
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